
Thousands of motorcycles, scooters and mopeds are stolen across the UK each year. Some 
motorcycles are stolen to order to be exported by highly organised criminals, others to be broken 
up for parts for re-sale or used in cloning motorcycles. These potentially dangerous machines 
are then sold on as genuine motorcycles without the new owner knowing the true history of the 
motorcycle.

It takes seconds for a thief to steal a motorcycle or scooter if it is unprotected, 
so to help prevent the theft of your motorcycle we suggest you give your 
motorcycle a little ‘TLC’
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Our advice is to TRACE, LOCK, COVER 

TRACE – Fit a Tracking system
Tracking systems can improve the chances of recovering your 
motorcycle if it is stolen and even help trace it overseas in some cases. 
Many systems are battery operated and activate once the motorcycle is stolen – they track the motorcycle 

via GPS and other detection systems. Secured by Design (SBD) have several members which specialise in this area and 
can advise on the best system for your motorcycle, scooter or moped and can also fit the product.

Spare parts –Motorcycles, scooters and mopeds are often broken down for their parts for re-sale. The thieves remove 
any identifying marks on the bikes, making it hard for the police to trace the property back to the original owner. Security 
marking your motorcycle or scooter using an SBD recognised forensic asset marking or etching kit is a highly effective 
deterrent to thieves and an established method of reducing theft.

Remember to use the visible warning labels to show that the property is marked.

Trying to remove one of these forensic markers is very difficult and in many cases the police only need a trace amount to 
establish ownership and identity of the motorcycle or part and gain a conviction.

Keep a record of serial numbers, chassis and model numbers and take note of any custom marks on the vehicle. Take 
colour photographs from several angles and additionally take videos with a smart phone if possible.



LOCK – Use SBD approved security products 
SBD approved motorcycle security products have all been tested and certificated to an approved standard 
with the aim of reducing and preventing theft. Various test methods are used to determine resistance 
against attack using the sort of tools that a thief would use to steal a motorcycle or moped.

Buying and using a single SBD approved product with a high-security rating such as a Sold Secure Diamond rated 
product will provide better protection than using two locks without any security testing.

Choosing the security level or type of lock is down to individual circumstance and personal preference as we all use our 
motorcycles, scooters and mopeds in different ways – couriers, delivery drivers, commuting to work, touring, social and 
pleasure use. Remember the best security is a layered approach i.e. using a range of measures to deter, delay and detect 
a criminal by using approved security locks, a tracking system and a cover, so don’t consider each of the measures in 
isolation.

When buying a lock, you should ask several questions:

 Will the lock perform its job? Buying a motorcycle lock without an approved security test, is just not worth it.

  How do you know what a quality lock is? A quality lock is one that has been accredited to the Police Preferred 
Specification.

  Will it protect my motorcycle? An accredited bike lock will act as a strong deterrent to any thief.

All SBD approved motorcycle locks have been independently accredited to the Sold Secure standard run by the Master 
Locksmiths Association.

Types of Locks
Thieves often steal a bike by breaking the steering 
lock and wheeling it away. It is preferable to use 
a chain lock through the back wheel as the front 
wheel can be more easily removed. Secure your 
bike, with the lock taut to an immovable object such 
as a ground anchor or street furniture. This will 
stop thieves from easily cutting a lock trailing on 
the ground using a battery powered angle grinder. 
If this isn’t possible, thread the chain through your 
bike frame and back wheel. Keeping the lock off the 
ground can prevent it being attacked and smashed.

Disc Locks and D locks – use a disc lock to help 
secure the front brake disc or alternately a D lock 
on the front wheel to stop it being wheeled away.

Security Ground anchors – these are designed 
to provide a permanent fixing point either at home 
in the garage or driveway. If you are using your 
motorcycle for commuting, ask your employer to 
provide one at your place of work. The important 
thing to remember is they need to be installed 
correctly into a solid foundation to give the 
maximum effect.

Using different combinations of locks on your 
motorcycle will make it more difficult to steal, 
especially when using an SBD approved ground 
anchor system.

COVER – Covering your bike makes it harder to steal  
Thieves often ‘shop’ for particular motorcycle makes and models, as some are more desirable than others.

Using a cover instantly makes it harder for them to know what the make and model of the bike is. A cover 
also provides another time-consuming obstacle for the thief.



Fitting an Alarm and Immobiliser can be a deterrent to thieves
New motorcycles under the MCIA Secured scheme may have an alarm system installed as part of the 
star rating. However, if one hasn’t been installed, consider fitting an SBD approved Thatcham-rated 
system which fall into three categories:

Electronic Alarm and Immobiliser (Category 1)
Electronic Immobiliser (Category 2)
Electronic Alarm (Category 2-1)

A quality Thatcham approved system that has been professionally fitted could also reduce your 
insurance premiums.

CCTV – Monitor your home and property
Technology which allows you to monitor your home and property has changed considerably in recent 
years. The Internet of Things [IOT] now includes Wi-Fi doorbells and camera systems. These can be 
linked to your phone and tablet to alert you to any activation and view your property in real time. The 
installation of closed-circuit television (CCTV) which can be linked to your television or video to view your 
property is an alternative.

If you do decide to use CCTV it is important to read the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) advice  
on Domestic CCTV systems.

CCTV advice       Garage security advice

The best place to keep your motorcycle, moped or scooter  
is in your garage or shed
Fit a garage door defender or upgrade your garage door to an SBD approved product – these tested and 
certified garage doors include roller, sectional and up and over door systems.

If you have a house alarm system you may want to consider connecting the garage. For further information 
about alarms please visit our SBD Alarm Advice Webpage.

Sheds – if you’re keeping the motorcycle, scooter or moped in your garden shed, please see our advice 
page for further advice on securing your shed.

SBD approved security motorcycle lockers are also available to store your bike at home. Storing it out of 
view is one of the best ways to prevent opportunist theft.

No shed or garage? Park in the safest place you can.

Park it in an area near to your home where it is well overlooked with good lighting.

Don’t forget to remove the keys
Thieves are often opportunists and so they will always look first for bikes that are quick and easy to steal. 
Always use the steering lock and remove the ignition keys, even if you are close by or away for just a few 
minutes. Never rely on just using your steering lock to secure your bike, as thieves can break the steering 
lock and simply wheel the bike away or load into a van and drive off.

Parking Away from Home
When away from home, consider using a Park Mark approved car park.

There are 5,000+ ‘Park Mark’ car parks around the country. The Park Mark® 
Safer Parking Scheme is part of the Police Crime Prevention Initiatives 
(PCPI) portfolio and is aimed at reducing both crime and the fear of crime in 
parking facilities. Accredited car parks can be found at train stations, hospitals, 
universities, town centres, shopping centres, leisure centres, airports, supermarkets, banks and office blocks.

The smallest has 10 spaces, the largest has 13,000. You can find them in cities, towns, villages and tourist 
attractions.

https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice/vehicle-crime/cctv-security-advice
https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice/vehicle-crime/car-security/garage-security
https://www.securedbydesign.com/member-companies/accredited-product-search?view=category&category=Garage+Doors+%26+Vehicular+Roller+Shutter+Doors
https://www.policesecuritysystems.com/
https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice/garden-security/secure-sheds-outbuildings
https://parkmark.co.uk/


For further advice about any of the security tips listed above, or  
to find out how to buy police recognised security products, visit 

www.securedbydesign.com 

Buying a new motorcycle or scooter
MCIA Secured is a rating scheme for new Powered Two Wheelers – ‘PTW’, 
which recognises the security features fitted on these types of vehicles. A 
maximum of five stars can be awarded to motorcycles of 125cc (or 11kW for 
Electric power) or over, or three stars for motorcycles up to 125cc/11kW and scooters.

For more information of the scheme which is run by the Motor Cycle Industry Association Ltd (MCIA) and 
manufacturers taking part please visit the website https://mcia.co.uk/en/mcia-secured

Motorcycle Crime Reduction Group
The Motorcycle Crime Reduction Group is a voluntary partnership made up of 
representatives from rider interest groups, the insurance and security industries, 
motorcycle manufacturers and retailers, and the Police with links to, and 
contributions from, the Home Office. They are committed to driving down the 
financial and psychological cost of motorcycle theft. 

Download the Awareness poster here Download the Awareness leaflet here

Approx 27,000* motorcycles
                                 are stolen each year...
     ...13,000 are never found!

Act NOW in the fight against
motorcycle and scooter theft.

Don’t become the next
victim of crime!

*approximate (source: 2017, 2019 PNC Data & ISR)

FACT

Pick up an information leaflet from 
your dealer or visit: www.mcrg.org

Be vigilant in the fight against crime.

If in any doubt - don’t buy it.

Security measures

The industry security rating program

www.mcrg.org   or scan

For the Best Security
To maximize the deterrence use

multiple security measures:

• During the day, park in a busy, public place.

• At night, if away from home, park in a well lit area.

• Vary your parking place. Don’t create a ‘pattern’ of use.

• When available always use a motorcycle parking bay with 

 an anchor point.

• Use a “Secured Car Park” if there is one about.

• Engage the steering lock and lock/secure your bike - even if 

 leaving it for just a couple of minutes.

• Cover your bike if possible.

• Use an approved D-shackle or chain lock.

• Secure your bike to something solid - stop it being carried or 

 simply pushed away.

• Keep the lock and chain off the ground - it makes it more 

 difficult to break.

• Always set your Immobiliser and alarm– it will help stop the 

 opportunist thief or joyrider.

• At home, out of sight is invariably out of mind when it comes 

 to a thief.

• Use an approved security marking and registration system.

• Use an approved GPS/VHF/RF satellite tracking system.

When buying a bike
Seller
• Can they prove their identity and address.

• It is recommended only to buy from the seller at their home.

Frame/Chassis/VIN Number

• Does it match the log book (V5)?

• Has the number been 

 tampered with and does 

 the font* look right?

Engine Number

• Does it match the log book (V5)?

• Has the number been 

 tampered with and does 

 the font* look right?

V5 Registration Document/Log Book

• Does it look genuine?

• Is the seller’s name on the 

 registration document?

Independent Checks

• HPi will provide a comprehensive history of the  motorbike. 

 Has it been written-off, had its’ registration  plate changed, 

 or is there outstanding finance?

• Datatag -  If the motorcycle is fitted with a Datatag  system, 

 or Datatag MASTER System contact Datatag on 03 450 700 440  to 

 check the current status or if there is any Police interest.

• Retainagroup - If the machine is fitted  with a Retainagroup 

 system call  the International  Security Register 

 (ISR) 24/7  07000 111333  to check 

 its’  provenance.

• Selectamark – If the machine is 

 fitted with a Selectamark or 

 SelectaDNA system call the 

 Secure Asset Register 

 (SAR) on 01689 860757.

Always use security products that are approved by: 

Secured by Design, The LPCB, Sold Secure or Thatcham.

Security marks should be applied to as many

parts of the bike and accessories as possible.

Covert (hidden) marks will aid recovery of a stolen bike.

Visible marks will deter theft.

At home leave your bike in a secure building and always use 

approved locks, chains and ground anchors.

Always keep your keys secure.

Put your off-road bike on the DVLA off-road

register. This will help recovery if it is stolen.

Stars awarded

for each of

the following
security

measures fitted

as standard

Steering lock

Official Marking Scheme

Immobiliser

Alarm 
GPS tracking device

1

2

3

4

5

Sample number

Sample number

*You can check against another  like for like  machine

Approx 27,000*motorcycles are stolen each year......13,000 are never found!The Police have video evidence that it takes thieves only a 
few seconds to remove a poorly secured motorcycle/scooter, 

with various methods employed to achieve this.A typical steering ignition lock can be overcome in seconds 
and cheap locks last only a little longer.Large motorcycles are often stolen for parts while smaller ones 

(i.e. scooters) are stolen by joy riders or those looking to commit 
further crime and as such no sectors are ‘safe’ from theft.

The Motorcycle Crime Reduction Group is a voluntary partnership 
made up of representatives from rider interest groups, the 

insurance and security industries, motorcycle manufacturers and 
retailers, and the Police with links to, and contributions from, 

the Home Office. They are committed to driving down the 
financial and psychological cost of motorcycle theft. Act NOW in the fight against motorcycle and scooter theft.

The production of this guide was supported by:

Dealer:

*approximate (source: 2017, 2019 PNC Data & ISR)

Don’t becomethe next victimof crime!

The target Location:Haverstock
Time: 10.32am

Time oftheft: 10.33am

FACT

www.mcrg.org   or scan

https://mcia.co.uk/en/mcia-secured
https://www.securedbydesign.com/images/MCRG_Awareness_Poster_2022.pdf
https://www.securedbydesign.com/images/MCRG_Leaflet_2022.pdf

